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Worldwide preparations are underway to break a world record.  Thrill the World is a worldwide attempt to break the World Record for the Largest Simultaneous Dance to Michael Jackson’s Thriller. 

This year, Oakland is the headquarters for managing all the events around the world. Besides organizing the other Event Managers, Kathleen Kelley is also coordinating the local event in Oakland. 

Kelley stated, “This will be a significant event!  Thousands of people in cities around the world will learn the Thriller dance and perform it precisely at the same time.  Last year, nearly 24,000 people on 5 continents and  280 cities participated and broke the world record for the fourth year in a row!”
In Oakland, the dance will take place at the Studio One Art Center, 365 45th Street.  All ages and physical abilities are welcome.  Here in California the time is 4:00 p.m. Pacific Time, October 23, 2010 (the Saturday before Halloween Weekend).  Participants are advised to arrive at least one hour early to be included in the World Record.  A newbie dancers workshop will be held the same day at the same location, 1-3 pm.  To prepare for Thrill Day, dance workshops are offered every Saturday morning, 10 - Noon at Studio One.

A party is scheduled after the dance with a costume contest and entertainment by the Bay Area Flash Mob dancers, performing other Michael Jackson video dances.
A special guest of the event will be Ines Markeljevic, founder of Thrill The World. 
“Experiencing the event itself is "thrilling" for both dancers and on-lookers.  It is, after all, an attempt to top a world record, dancing with a crowd of people, knowing that thousands of other people all over the world are dancing at the same time. With each refrain, and when Vincent Price starts his rap, the energy in the crowd is palpable.  Of course, the audience hooting it up also helps the excitement and the fun.”
THRILL THE WORLD FACTS AND STATS
Thrill the World is an annual worldwide simultaneous dance to Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” video for world records and charity.

Why Thrill The World? 
· To share the joy and artistry of a musical legend, Michael Jackson, with the world 

· To give the “Thriller” dance to anyone who has ever wanted to learn it 

· To foster an international community of leaders, fans and dance enthusiasts 

· To inspire others to pursue their dreams 

· To show that ANYONE can dance! 
October 24, 2009

· 23,000 zombies danced to “Thriller” at exactly the same time around the world

· 33 countries on five continents

· 280 individual events 

· 170 zombie dancers in Oakland, Studio One Art Center

· Nearly $100,000 raised for local charities
October 25/26, 2008 

· 4,179 people at 72 events in 71 cities in 10 nations 

· Michael Jackson viewed the Los Angeles event from a helicopter! 

· 881 zombies danced in Austin, Texas, USA! 

· 5 and 71: the ages of the youngest and oldest reported dancers 

· More than $8,600.00 raised for various charities 

October 27/28, 2007 

· 1,722 people at 55 events in 52 cities on 5 continents, all danced at exactly the same time 

· Set the 1st world record for “Largest Simultaneous Thriller Dance” with the Record Holders Republic and the World Records Academy 

· 14 and 60+: the youngest and oldest event organizer respectively 

· 5 and 55+: the ages of the youngest and oldest reported dancers 

· Kansas City, Missouri, registered only 2 days before the event with 27 dancers! 

· Hundreds of dollars raised for various charities including: Red Cross, Sick Kids Foundation, ROOF (street youth shelter), Pet Helpers, and more. 

October 29, 2006 

· 1st event held in Toronto, Ontario, Canada (organized in 2 weeks) 

· 62 dancers learned and performed the 5‐minute version of “Thriller” in only 1 day 

· Set the 1st Guinness World Record for “Largest Thriller Dance” (page 8 of 2008 book) 

· Over 3.2 million in media impressions including: CBC, The Globe & Mail, The National Post, The Toronto Sun, CityTV, Global and MuchMusic. 

